The  Rape  and  Sexual  Abuse  Care  Center  of 
Southern  Illinois  University  at  Edwardsville 
provides  comprehensive,  specialized  crisis 
and  counseling  services  to  adult  and  child  victims  of 
sexual  assault  and  their  significant  others.  The  vital 
services  provided  by  the  Center  include: 


24-HOUR 
ON-CALL  CRISIS 


I  he  Center  maintains  a  24-hour  hotline,  staffed 
by  personnel  skilled  in  crisis  intervention. 
Crisis  Services  of  Madison  County  responds 
to  calls  after  office  hours,  on  weekends  and  when  the 
University  is  closed.  Center  personnel  respond  during 
office  hours  (8  a.m.-4:30p.m./Monday-Friday).  Trained 
volunteers  are  available  to  meet  victims  of  sexual  assault 
at  the  hospital  or  police  station.  The  24-hour  hotline 
number  is  (618)  692-2197. 


tlXi  :  ASSAULT 


ajor  emotional  consequences  for  both 
child  and  adult  victims  of  sexual  assault 
can  be  similar.  They  may  suffer 


- 


isolation,  depression,  fear,  and  anger.  The 
vides  counseling  to  address  these  feelings,  as 
more  specific  aspects  of  rape  tra 
ment  modalities  utilized  by  the  Center 
play  and  art  therapy,  and  may 
individual  settings.  Addressing  the  role : 
perpetuating  sexual  assault  and 
prevention  strategies  are  also 
counseling  process. 


. 


Medical  advocacy  provided  by  the  Center 
begins  at  the  hospital.  A  volunteer  will 
meet  the  victim  at  the  hospital  and  offer 
support,  information,  and  reassurance  throughout  the 
examination. 

Legal  advocacy  includes  acting  as  a  liaison  between  the 
victim  and  the  justice  system.  An  advocate  will  periodi¬ 
cally  check  on  the  status  of  individual  cases  and  inform  a 
victim  of  his/her  rights  as  a  victim/ witness.  An  advocate 
may  prepare  a  victim  for  court  testimony,  accompany 
the  victim  to  court,  and  assist  with  the  preparation  of  a 
victim  impact  statement 


enter  staff  are  experienced  in  providing 
educational  programs  to  the  Metro  St  Louis 
area.  Various  issues  regarding  child  sexual 
abuse  and/or  victimization  as  an  adult  are  frequent 
topics.  Exploring  the  belief  systems  of  a  society  that 
allows  sexual  assault  to  continue  is  key  components  to 
most  programs.  Personal  strategies  for  safety  and  preven¬ 
tion  are  also  commonly  requested  programs.  In  addition, 
staff  continually  provide  training  for  legal  and  medical 
professionals  and  for  professionals  in  related  fields.  The 
Center  affords  practicum  students  a  professional  and 
educational  opportunity  within  their  academic  envi¬ 
ronment 


experience  in  the  field  of  sexual  assault 
since  1977,  the  Center  plans  to  engage  in 
mm  m  various  researcn  efforts. 


he  Rape  and  Sexual  Abuse  Care 
Center  is  affiliated  with  the 
following  organizations: 


National 


National  Coalition  Against 
Sexual  Assault  (NCASA) 

National  Organization  for 
Victim  Assistance  (NOVA) 

National  Victim  Colter 


National  Association  of 
Student  Personnel 
Administrators  (NASPA) 


Stale 

Illinois  Coalition  Against 
Sexual  Assault  (ICASA) 

Illinois  Public  Health 
Association  (EPHA) 

Voices  in  Action 
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